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Memorandum of Understanding between the Secretariat of the
International Seabed Authority and the Secretariat of the Sargasso
Sea Commission

The purpose of this memorandum of understanding is to specify the scope of cooperation
between the secretariat of the International Seabed Authority (“the Authority”) and the
secretariat of the Sargasso Sea Commission (“the Commission”).

WHEREAS:

The Authority, established by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (‘the
Convention”) signed in Montego Bay on 10 December 1982, is the competent organization
through which States Parties to the Convention shall, in accordance with Part Xl of the
Convention and the Agreement relating to the Implementation of Part XI of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea, adopted on 28 July 1994 by the United Nations General
Assembly, resolution 48/263 (“the 1994 Agreement”), organize and control activities in the
Area, particularly with a view to administering the mineral resources of the Area, as defined in
article 1, paragraph 1 (1) of the Convention;

The Authority promotes and encourages the conduct of marine scientific research with respect
to activities in the Area and the collection and dissemination of the results of such research and
analysis, when available, with particular emphasis on research related to the environmental
impact of activities in the Area in accordance with article 143 of the Convention and section 1,
paragraph 5 (h) of the 1994 Agreement;

The Authority is competent to take necessary measures in order to ensure effective protection
of the marine environment from harmful effects which may arise from the activities in the Area
as set out in article 145 of the Convention and section 1, paragraph 5 (g) of the 1994
Agreement;




The secretariat of the Authority, as one of its principal organs in accordance with article 158 of
the Convention, seeks consultation and cooperation on matters within its competence;

The Commission has been appointed by the Government of Bermuda, pursuant to the 2014
Hamilton Declaration on Collaboration for the Conservation of the Sargasso Sea (“Hamilton
Declaration”), which has now been signed by the Governments of the Azores, Bahamas,
Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Canada, Dominican Republic, Monaco, the
United Kingdom and the United States of America. The Commission is a legal entity under
Bermudian law. It has no management authority; its mandate is to exercise a stewardship role
for the conservation of the Sargasso Sea for present and future generations, in collaboration
with all who share a vision for the protection of the marine ecosystems of the Sargasso Sea;

The Commission has been seeking to promote collaboration to secure the protection of the
high seas ecosystem of the Sargasso Sea. The Commission seeks, where appropriate, to
cooperate with competent international or regional organizations;

The Commission and the Authority both have a strong interest in the protection of the marine
environment in accordance with their respective mandates;

The Commission has been an observer to the Authority since 2015;

Paragraph 6 of the Hamilton Declaration mandates the establishment of a secretariat to assist
the Commission and the Hamilton Declaration Signatories in fulfilling their roles under the
Declaration. The secretariat is currently hosted by the North American Office of the
International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in Washington DC.

The Secretariat of the Authority and the Secretariat of the Commission (“the Participants”)
herein seek to maximize opportunities for the sharing of research, expertise and practical
experience;

THE PARTICIPANTS WILL THEREFORE SEEK TO:

1. Consult, where appropriate and practical, on matters of mutual interest;

2. Encourage and promote marine scientific research in the Area, in order to make widely
available the best scientific information to contribute toward ongoing environmental
assessments in accordance with the Convention, the 1994 Agreement and the rules,
regulations and procedures of the Authority, of:

! For purposes of this Memorandum of Understanding as well as for purposes of the Hamilton Declaration, the
Sargasso Sea is the portion of the high seas and the Area under that portion of the high seas, excluding the
economic exclusive zones, and territorial sea around Bermuda, and the extended continental shelves of
neighbouring States. For the purpose of this Memorandum of Understanding, a list of the geographical coordinates
of the outer and inner limits of the Sargasso Sea is annexed below.




a. the distribution, abundance and condition of habitats;

b. the status of populations of marine species;

c. the effectiveness of measures aimed at ensuring effective protection for the
marine environment from harmful effects which may arise from activities in the
Area;

3. Cooperate, where appropriate and practical, in the collection of environmental data and
information and, where possible, to exchange standardized data and information,
including reports of meetings of relevance to each other;

4. Comply with the requirement of confidentiality of data and information imposed upon
the Authority by the Convention in respect of data and information submitted to it by
applicants and contractors for activities in the Area;

The points of contact for this Memorandum are as follows:

H.E. Michael Lodge, Secretary-General of the International Seabed Authority
Dr. David Freestone, Executive Secretary, Secretariat of the Sargasso Sea Commission

This Memorandum, which is not legally binding, will come into effect on the date of both
signatures and will continue in operation until terminated by either Participant (on one month’s
written notice to the other Participant). Nothing in this Memorandum shall bind any of the
members of the Authority jointly or severally. Similarly, this Memorandum shall not bind any of
the signatories of the Hamilton Declaration.

The foregoing represents the understandings reached between the Participants upon the
matters referred to herein.

Signed in duplicate in the English language at Kingston, Jamaica on it FE8 229 and signed at
Washington DCon_ [2. F7R 207© |

FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY FOR THE SECRETARIAT OF THE SARGASSO SEA

(CONMIMYSSION
Michael W. Lokige David Freestone
Secretary-General Executive Secretary

ANNEX

Geographical coordinates of the outer and inner limits of the Sargasso Sea, in accordance with the
World Geodetic System 1984




Point Longitude Latitude Note

1 -46.844711061 35.722427393 Outer Limit
2 -45.764003127 34.933152693 Outer Limit
3 -44.888511093 34.077883068 Outer Limit
2 -44.234228181 33.1726538510 Outer Limit
3 -43.809596690 32.2293062200 Outer Limit
4 -43.6223878969 31.2644540810 Outer Limit
5 -43.6750596899 30.2920440180 Outer Limit
6 -43.9669364849 29.3254614040 Outer Limit
7 -44.4927816539 28.3796964360 Outer Limit
8 -45.242370052 27.4685547280 Outer Limit
9 -46.211304130 26.5962207730 Outer Limit
10 -47.3861762899 25.7753475010 Outer Limit
11 -48.7524679999 25.0156591310 Outer Limit
12 -50.2968057329 24.3247858390 Outer Limit
13 -51.9961771309 23.7133352840 Outer Limit
14 -53.8280359219 23.1895752300 Outer Limit
15 -55.7583194099 22.7630827250 Outer Limit
16 -57.2742720269 22.5076443010 Outer Limit
17 -58.8127540809 22.314816689 Outer Limit
18 -60.360563132 22.186111906 Outer Limit
19 -61.899857195 22.122883500 Outer Limit
20 -63.4177093789 22.125524544 Outer Limit
21 -64.9015744989 22.194129872 Outer Limit
22 -66.3350488299 22.327968720 Outer Limit
23 -67.7097463079 22.526342112 Outer Limit
24 -67.9773135629 23.124000137 Outer Limit
25 -68.3251805629 23.608503137 Outer Limit
26 -68.7620485639 24.029255138 Outer Limit
27 -69.6209215649 24.589295138 Outer Limit
28 -70.7515185659 25.156017139 Outer Limit
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