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Bermuda EEZ = 464,940 sg km
or 179,514 sq. miles

Sargasso Sea=~51/79 976 sg
km or 2 million sq. miles
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Presentation Notes
Bermuda’s EEZ is part of the larger Sargasso Sea system and there are on-going, simultaneous efforts to create marine protected areas in both Bermudian national waters as well as the high seas in international waters.  



E Sargasso Sea Alliance Study Area  —--- EEZ +  Seamount

' North Atlantic Gyre — Mid-Atlantic Ridge

N\ High Cyclonic Eddy probability

; , . . - Map commissioned by SSA from Duke University Marine
7
72, High AntiCyclonic Eddy probability Geopstial Ecology Lab — Dr Pat Halpin
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Why is the Sargasso Sea
important ?
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= Unique open-ocean sargassum-based ecosystem Mostly
High Seas

= |Important for life history of many species (eels, turtles,
tuna, billfish, sharks, etc.)




Sargassum EndemicCs 145 invertebrate species live in

association with Sargassum
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Nursery/Feeding area:
Wnilesof% fis '
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Only place where endangered European eel (anguilla anguilla) and the American eel (anguilla nostrata) spawn. They are catadromous – living in fresh ware and breeding in salt
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Distributions of Anguilla leptocephali in the Sargasso Sea
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- Garbage and plastics
Pollution, discharges, spills
Fishing

Sargassum harvesting s
Exotic species introduction from ballast waters
- Climate change and ocean acidification
- Deep sea mining?
- Underwater cables?
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The Hamilton Declaration
on Collaboration for the

Conservation of the

Sargasso Sea
(March 2014)






) Hami ltonMeeting

bold denotes Signatory

articipant

Governments Observer Organizations
Azores
Bahamas ISA~ International Seabed Authority
Secretariat

Bermuda

British Virgin [slands
Netherlands

OSPAR (former Executive Secretarg)

Convention on Migratory Species Secretariat

JUCN
MO]:IG.CO Inter~-American Convention for the
Sweden Conservation of Atlantic Sea Turtles
South Africa
Turks and Caicos Islands Dominican Republic and ITrinidad and

1c o]oago unable to attend but supportive

United Kingdom
United States
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DSargasso Sea Geographical Area of Collaboration + Seamount

North Atlantic Gyre = Mid-Atlantic Ridge

\ RGSO —--- EEZ



Hamilton Declaration Structure
_— o

Meeting of
Signatories

(Meets as required )

J
Sargasso Sea

Commission

Stewardship Role. Meets virtually.

Volunteers acting in personal capacity

|

Sargasso Sea

Secretariat

Small Permanent Body




Hamilton Declaration Structure
_— ——
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Meeting of
Signatories

(Meets as required )

J
Financial Mechanism
Sargasso Sea . 501 (0)(3) in US

Commission | e Registered Charity in

Bermuda
Stewardship Role. Meets virtually.

Volunteers acting in personal capacity

|

Sargasso Sea

Secretariat

Small Permanent Body
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- Meeting of Signatories

Pursue collaboration and cooperation in
furtherance of the common vision of this

Declaration;

Provide advice and guidance for the Commission in
its role of promoting the conservation of the

Sdl’ 8(':1880 Sea;

Take forward proposals for protection measures to

appropriate international bodies






Role of the Sargasso Sea Commission

* Exercise a stewardship role for the Sargasso Sea
and keep its health, productivity and resilience

under continual review; and

* Develop a work programme and action plans for

the conservation of the Sargasso Sea ecosystem
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Prof Stephen de Mora Prof Howard Roe (Chair) Dr Tammy Trott

Dr Billy Causey Mark Spalding Prof Ricardo Santos MEP
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_ FirstMeeting of Signatories and Commission

Pocantic o, October 2014
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; "Over-Arching Goals"

1. Promote international recognition of the unique
ecological and biological nature and global

significance of the Sargasso Sea.

2. Encourage scientific research to expand existing
knowledge of the Sargasso Sea ecosystem in order to

further assess its health, productivity and resilience.

J. Develop proposals for submission to existing regional,
sectoral and international organizations to promote the

objectives of the Hamilton Declaration.
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l. International Recognition of the Ecological

Importance of the Sargasso Sea

Q. Fisheries and Fisheries [Hal

hitat Conservation

). Impacts from International

: Shipping

4. Impacts to the Seafloor and Seabed

D. Conservation of Migratory Species

0. Defining Role in Data and

Management

Information
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l. International Recognition of
the Ecological Importance of

the Sargasso Sea



Summar y Science The Protection and Management

| Case 2011 of the Sargasso S».aa. -

Edited by Professors Dan
Latfoley and Howard Roe

74 collaborators from over 10
countries and 11 science

institutions

Completed and approved by
UK an(l Bermuda

Governments
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‘Convention on Biological Diversity
EBSA Process

* “Described” at regional

Workshop (March CZOIQ)

: y (e \\ %
e CBDCOP submitted \\\\:
Sargasso Sea EBSA to L @& N\f8as

CBD repository

N\ /"‘ Alliance
%' Study Area
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* Does not establish a

MPA

L EXplOYil’l 8 leVG‘Ya. 8@ D Sargasso Sea Alliance Study Area  —--- « Seamount

North Atlantic Gyre — Mid-Atlantic Ridge
N\ High Cyclonic Eddy probability

Y/ High AntiCyclonic Eddy probability

opportunities
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A partnership effort led by the Government of Bermuda, the Alliance is made up of a suite of partners from leading marine institutions and organizations.  
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UN General Assembly Annual Omnibus
Resolution on Oceans and Law of the Sea
2012 2015 & 2014

Noted the efforts of the Sargasso Sea Alliance — led

by the Government of Bermuda - to raise awareness

of the ecological significance of the Sargasso Sea;
Proposed:

2014 Bahamas and South A{rica,
~  Supported by US, UK and Monaco
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A partnership effort led by the Government of Bermuda, the Alliance is made up of a suite of partners from leading marine institutions and organizations.  
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World Ocean Assessment 2015

The only named ecosystem in the United Nations
Global Reporting and Assessment of the State of

the Marine Environment ~ First Assessment

Report

CHAPTER 350 ‘f %
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A partnership effort led by the Government of Bermuda, the Alliance is made up of a suite of partners from leading marine institutions and organizations.  
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Q. Fisheries ' ies [Habitat




North~west Atlantic Fisheries Organization
Sargasso Sea measures under discussion
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NAFO Regulatory Area /] NAFO Closure Area  « Seamount
[ sargasso Sea EBSA —~--- EEZ
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A partnership effort led by the Government of Bermuda, the Alliance is made up of a suite of partners from leading marine institutions and organizations.  
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Maritime Traffic inthe Sargasso
i ACtivibes
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In/emationa
~ Organisation

Still discussing appropriate

measures

Possibilities are:
* MARPOL Special Area
* Routeing
* Reporting
* Ballast Water

— Sewage
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Centre for International Law
National University of Singapore
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Joint Concept Note by [AC and

Sargasso Sea Commission
Secretariats on the importance of

Sargassum and the Sargasso Sea for
Atlantic Sea Turtles

Published 2015

)Y SARGASSO SEA

- COMMISSION




)

o= onvention on [V a (
CMS

—

@
SpeCl-es European Eel Briefing Note

for Sargasso Sea Alliance

® Monaco submitted Submission

for listing of Anguilla anguilla

* July 2014 CMS Science
Council supported

* Approved at Quito CoP Nov
2014~

* 2015 Oct Workshop on

American Eels ~ Maine

» 2010 Range State Measures...
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0. Defining Role in Data and




The Pelagic Oceanic Assemblages
of the Sargasso Sea Around Bermude

Where is the Sargasso Sea?

A Raport Submitted 1o the Sargasso ™
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The Importance of the Sargasso Sea and the
Offtshore Waters of the Barmudian Exclusive
Economic Zone 1o Bermuda and its People

Oceanography of the Sargasso Sea: e &
O»emew of Scientific Studies ana “The rc
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Summary of Sea Education

Association Long-term Humpback Whale Research

Sargasso Sea Surface Net Data Project, Bermuda

Amy N.S. Suda

Ancirew Stevenson

Values from the Resources
of the Sargasso Sea
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STANFORD ENVIRONMENTAL LAW REVIEW 2014
Current Legal Developments
e Sargasso Sea
Place-based Dynamic Management of Large-
Scale Ocean Places: Papahanaumokuakea
and the Sargasso Sea
The Sargasso Sea Alliance: Seeking to Protect the Sargasso Sea
David Freestone * Ole Varrner Meredith
Bennett T. ‘Aulani Wllhelrn Theodore M. The Sargasso Sea Alliance was frr—-" \ 1ip of the
Beuttler,” Jeff Ardron." Sara Maxwell and Kate Government of #- X\E\\\N\ﬁ wures for
Killerlain Morrison® vl a as \JQ m in the
woumu-
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II. MANAGEMENT 'RAMEWORKS AND CHAL
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1. Definition of Papahanaumokua
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* Executive Director. Sargasso Sea Alliance: Visiting Scholar \)S ‘SCQPQ (Q
Law School. Washington., D.C.

A Attorney-Advisor, International Section Office of General Cou Q‘ Sm“‘e im‘
= Center for Ocean Solutions. Stanford Woods Instititute
University.

< Superintendant. NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries
National Monument: Sloan Fellow, Graduate School of Business
P Attorney-Advisor. Office of General Counsel. Oceans and Coasts
* Senior Fellow, Institute for Advanced Sustainability Studies, Pots
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A partnership effort led by the Government of Bermuda, the Alliance is made up of a suite of partners from leading marine institutions and organizations.  
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: partnership

® In-kind partnership to
Salinity Processes in the Upper Ocean

clevelop lnltldl satellite ll'lélp Regional Study (SPURS) Field Experiment

product for Sargasso Sea

® Uses two years of

oceanographic data

* Future phases toinclude other [ 3% |88 £ 8

data providers on tishing and

shipping information
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For more information

www.sargassoseacommission.org
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