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Bermuda EEZ = 464,940 sq  

km or 179,514  sq.  miles 

 

Sargasso Sea = ~ 5 179 976 sq 

km or 2 million sq. miles 



Sargassum  
based ecosystem 



Gaps in Regional Fisheries Management 
Organizations (non-tuna) 

Ban et al. 2013, Cons. Letters 



Gaps in Regional Seas Programs 

Ban et al. 2013, Cons. Letters 



Aims of the Sargasso Sea  Project 
Led by the Government of Bermuda to  
 

•  Achieve international recognition of the global 
importance of the Sargasso Sea 

 
•  Work with existing international and sectoral 
organisations to achieve better protection for the 
Sargasso Sea in accordance with the Law of the Sea 
Convention 

 
•  Use this experience as a model for achieving 
protective status for Areas beyond National Jurisdiction  





Summary Science 

Case, 2011 

www.Sargassoaliance.org 

Edited by Professors Dan 

Laffoley and Howard Roe 

 

74 collaborators from over 10 

countries and 11 science 

institutions 

 

Completed and approved by 

UK and Bermuda 

Governments  
 



Bermuda Declares Marine  

Mammal Sanctuary 

September 2012 

 
• 174,000 square miles 

• Sister Sanctuary Agreement with  

       US NOAA for Stellwagen Bank  



 
 

 

Convention on Biological Diversity  

EBSA Process  

October 2012 
 
• Feb 2012 in Recife 

“described” at regional 

workshop (March 2012) 

• reviewed by  CBD 

SBSTTA (April 2012) 
 

•  CBD COP  submitted 

Sargasso Sea EBSA to   

CBD repository  

 



 
 

 

UN General Assembly Annual  Composite 

Resolution on Oceans and Law of the Sea 

2012   AND    2013 
 

Noted the efforts of the Sargasso Sea Alliance – led 

by the Government of Bermuda – to raise awareness 

of the ecological significance of the Sargasso Sea;  

 
Proposed: 
  
2012 by UK, US and South Africa 

 

2013 by UK, US and Bahamas 

 
 



 
 

 

World Ocean Assessment  
 

United Nations Global Reporting and 

Assessment of the State of the Marine 

Environment  
  

Sargasso Sea will be 

only named ecosystem  



International 
Seakeepers 
Award 
September 
2013 

 
 



North-west Atlantic Fisheries Organization 

Sargasso Sea measures under discussion  



North-west Atlantic Fisheries 

Organization, September 2012 

 The Fisheries Commission requested its Scientific 

Council  

 “to comment and advise on whether the Sargasso 

Sea provides forage area or habitat for living 

marine resources that could be impacted by 

different types of fishing; and on whether there is a 

need for any management measure including a 

closure to protect this ecosystem.”  



International Commission for 

Conservation of Atlantic Tunas -ICCAT 



 ICCAT  RESOLUTION 12-12 

on the Sargasso Sea 

 THE INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION FOR THE CONSERVATION OF 

ATLANTIC TUNAS RESOLVES THAT: 

1.   The SCRS will examine the available data and 

information concerning the Sargasso Sea and its 

ecological importance to tuna and tuna-like species 

and ecologically associated species. 

2.   The SCRS will provide an update on the progress 

of this work in 2014 and report back to the 

Commission with its findings in 2015. 





Bermuda delegation at International 

Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 

Tunas 2013  
Importance of Sargasso Sea being reviewed  

 



 UK discussing Protective 

Measures 

 Possibilities are: 

 MARPOL Special Area 

 Routeing 

 Reporting 

 Ballast Water 

 Sewage 

 

International Maritime 

Organisation 





SSA Science  Report 

Series 



 
 

 

Scholarly Literature 

  



New Initiatives  



            Convention on Migratory 

Species 
 Submission for listing of 

Anguilla anguilla prepared 

(London Zoo Soc) 

 Monaco proposed Listing 

under Appendix II 

 Science Council (July 2014) 

 CoP Nov 2014- Quito 

 Exploring conservation 

actions and spatial measures 



 

 

 

 

 

Collaborating on a joint 

paper : 

Importance of Sargassum  

and the  Sargasso Sea for  

Atlantic Sea Turtles 

  



NASA mapping  

partnership 
 In-kind partnership to 

develop initial satellite map 

product for Sargasso Sea 

Uses three years of 

oceanographic data  

 Future phases to include other 

data providers on fishing and 

shipping information  



The Hamilton Declaration 



Dr. Sylvia Earle, 

Co-Chair, Sargasso Sea Alliance Steering Committee  



Key Points 
 

 Declaration  is Non-binding political statement (not a 

treaty)/ 

 Voluntary Collaborative Arrangement  among Signatory 

Governments 

 The Sargasso Sea Commission established in Bermuda - a 

Stewardship  body responsible for keeping the health and 

keep its health, productivity and resilience under continual 

review 

 Assisted by a small Secretariat 

 Focuses on high seas portion of Sargasso Sea 



 
Hamilton Meeting Participants 
 





 
Hamilton Meeting Participants 
bold   denotes Signatory 

Governments Observer Organizations  

 Azores  

 Bahamas 

 Bermuda 

 British Virgin Islands  

 Netherlands 

 Monaco 

 Sweden 

 South Africa    

 Turks and Caicos Islands 

 United Kingdom 

 United States  

 

 Dominican Republic and Trinidad and Tobago unable to attend but supportive  

 

 

 ISA- International Seabed Authority 

Secretariat 

 OSPAR (former Executive Secretary) 

 Convention on Migratory Species Secretariat  

 IUCN 

 Inter-American Convention for the 

Conservation of Atlantic Sea Turtles 



Meeting of Signatories 

Meets as needed– virtually /as required 

Sargasso Sea Commission 

Independent  Science- based body 

composed of distinguished scientists and 

others of international repute. 

(Meets virtually) 

  

Sargasso Sea Secretariat 

Small Permanent Body 

Supports the Signatories Meetings  

and the Sargasso Sea Commission  

 Hamilton Declaration:  Framework  

Financial 

Mechanism 
US 501 C3 

 

Including 

Bermuda 

Legal Entity 



Meeting of Signatories 
Pursue collaboration and cooperation in 

furtherance of the common vision of this 

Declaration; 

Provide advice and guidance for the Commission in 

its role of promoting the conservation of the 

Sargasso Sea; 

 Take forward proposals for protection measures to 

appropriate international bodies 

 



Collaborating Partners 

Regional and international organizations; 

other bodies and entities  

Who want to contribute to conservation in 

accordance with Declaration 

Signatories will discuss appropriate 

membership 



The Sargasso Sea Commission 



Role of the Sargasso Sea Commission 

Exercise a stewardship role for the 

Sargasso Sea and keep its health, productivity 

and resilience under continual review; and 

 

Develop a work programme and action plans for 

the conservation of the Sargasso Sea ecosystem 

 



Setting Up the Commission 

Members 

 Five Commissioners –unpaid  

 Nominations in from Governments – consultation in process  

 Appointment by Bermuda  August 2014 

 

Institution 

 To be a Bermudian Legal Entity  

 SSA Secretariat to serve as Commission Secretariat 



 

Dr Billy 

Causey  

Dr Tammy 

Trott 

Professor Dire 

Tladi 

Professor 

Howard Roe 

Professor  

Ricardo Santos

  



Conclusions 
A new Paradigm for High Sea Stewardship: 

 Not an International Organization 

 But supported by Governments 

 With a wide range of Other Partners 

 International Organizations 

 Academics;  

Does not have Management Powers 

 But with strong voice for those who do  

 



 

For more information 

www.sargassoalliance.org 

 

Thanks.  
  

 


