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1982 UNITED NATIONS 

CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF 

THE SEA, 10 DECEMBER 1982, 

1833 U.N.T.S. 3 (ENTERED INTO 

FORCE 16 NOVEMBER 1994) 

 

ARTICLE 1: USE OF TERMS AND SCOPE 

1. For the purposes of this Convention: 

(4) "pollution of the marine environment" means 

the introduction by man, directly or indirectly, of 

substances or energy into the marine 

environment, including estuaries, which results or 

is likely to result in such deleterious effects as 

harm to living resources and marine life, hazards 

to human health, hindrance to marine activities, 

including fishing and other legitimate uses of the 

sea, impairment of quality for use of sea water 

and reduction of amenities; 

ARTICLE 19: MEANING OF INNOCENT 

PASSAGE 

1. Passage is innocent so long as it is not 

prejudicial to the peace, good order or security of 

the coastal State. Such passage shall take place 

in conformity with this Convention and with other 

rules of international law. 

2. Passage of a foreign ship shall be considered 

to be prejudicial to the peace, good order or 

security of the coastal State if in the territorial sea 

it engages in any of the following activities: 

(a) any threat or use of force against the 

sovereignty, territorial integrity or political 

independence of the coastal State, or in any 

other manner in violation of the principles of 

international law embodied in the Charter of 

the United Nations; 

(b) any exercise or practice with weapons of 

any kind; 

(c) any act aimed at collecting information to 

the prejudice of the defence or security of the 

coastal State; 

(d) any act of propaganda aimed at affecting 

the defence or security of the coastal State; 

(e) the launching, landing or taking on board 

of any aircraft; 

(f) the launching, landing or taking on board of 

any military device; 

(g) the loading or unloading of any commodity, 

currency or person contrary to the customs, 

fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws and 

regulations of the coastal State; 

(h) any act of wilful and serious pollution 

contrary to this Convention; 

(i) any fishing activities; 

(j) the carrying out of research or survey 

activities; 

(k) any act aimed at interfering with any 

systems of communication or any other 

facilities or installations of the coastal State; 

(l) any other activity not having a direct 

bearing on passage. 

ARTICLE 21: LAWS AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE COASTAL STATE RELATING TO 

INNOCENT PASSAGE 

1. The coastal State may adopt laws and 

regulations, in conformity with the provisions of 

this Convention and other rules of international 

law, relating to innocent passage through the 

territorial sea, in respect of all or any of the 

following: 

(a) the safety of navigation and the regulation 

of maritime traffic; 

(b) the protection of navigational aids and 

facilities and other facilities or installations; 

(c) the protection of cables and pipelines; 

(d) the conservation of the living resources of 

the sea; 

(e) the prevention of infringement of the 

fisheries laws and regulations of the coastal State; 

(f) the preservation of the environment of the 

coastal State and the prevention, reduction 

and control of pollution thereof; 

(g) marine scientific research and 

hydrographic surveys; 
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(h) the prevention of infringement of the 

customs, fiscal, immigration or sanitary laws 

and regulations of the coastal State. 

2. Such laws and regulations shall not apply to 

the design, construction, manning or equipment 

of foreign ships unless they are giving effect to 

generally accepted international rules or 

standards. 

3. The coastal State shall give due publicity to all 

such laws and regulations. 

4. Foreign ships exercising the right of innocent 

passage through the territorial sea shall comply 

with all such laws and regulations and all 

generally accepted international regulations 

relating to the prevention of collisions at sea. 

ARTICLE 51: EXISTING AGREEMENTS, 

TRADITIONAL FISHING RIGHTS AND 

EXISTING SUBMARINE CABLES 

1. Without prejudice to article 49, an archipelagic 

State shall respect existing agreements with other 

States and shall recognize traditional fishing 

rights and other legitimate activities of the 

immediately adjacent neighbouring States in 

certain areas falling within archipelagic waters. 

The terms and conditions for the exercise of such 

rights and activities, including the nature, the 

extent and the areas to which they apply, shall, at 

the request of any of the States concerned, be 

regulated by bilateral agreements between them. 

Such rights shall not be transferred to or shared 

with third States or their nationals. 

2. An archipelagic State shall respect existing 

submarine cables laid by other States and 

passing through its waters without making a 

landfall. An archipelagic State shall permit the 

maintenance and replacement of such cables 

upon receiving due notice of their location and the 

intention to repair or replace them.. 

ARTICLE 55: SPECIFIC LEGAL REGIME 

OF THE EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

The exclusive economic zone is an area beyond 

and adjacent to the territorial sea, subject to the 

specific legal regime established in this Part, 

under which the rights and jurisdiction of the 

coastal State and the rights and freedoms of 

other States are governed by the relevant 

provisions of this Convention. 

ARTICLE 56: RIGHTS, JURISDICTION AND 

DUTIES OF THE COASTAL STATE IN THE 

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, the coastal 

State has: 

(a) sovereign rights for the purpose of 

exploring and exploiting, conserving and 

managing the natural resources, whether 

living or non-living, of the waters superjacent 

to the seabed and of the seabed and its 

subsoil, and with regard to other activities for 

the economic exploitation and exploration of 

the zone, such as the production of energy 

from the water, currents and winds; 

(b) jurisdiction as provided for in the relevant 

provisions of this Convention with regard to: 

(i) the establishment and use of artificial 

islands, installations and structures; 

(ii) marine scientific research; 

(iii) the protection and preservation of the 

marine environment; 

(c) other rights and duties provided for in this 

Convention. 

2. In exercising its rights and performing its duties 

under this Convention in the exclusive economic 

zone, the coastal State shall have due regard to 

the rights and duties of other States and shall act 

in a manner compatible with the provisions of this 

Convention. 

3. The rights set out in this article with respect to 

the seabed and subsoil shall be exercised in 

accordance with Part VI. 

ARTICLE 58: RIGHTS AND DUTIES OF 

OTHER STATES IN THE EXCLUSIVE 

ECONOMIC ZONE 

1. In the exclusive economic zone, all States, 

whether coastal or land-locked, enjoy, subject to 

the relevant provisions of this Convention, the 

freedoms referred to in article 87 of navigation 

and overflight and of the laying of submarine 

cables and pipelines, and other internationally 

lawful uses of the sea related to these freedoms, 
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such as those associated with the operation of 

ships, aircraft and submarine cables and 

pipelines, and compatible with the other 

provisions of this Convention. 

2. Articles 88 to 115 and other pertinent rules of 

international law apply to the exclusive economic 

zone in so far as they are not incompatible with 

this Part. 

3. In exercising their rights and performing their 

duties under this Convention in the exclusive 

economic zone, States shall have due regard to 

the rights and duties of the coastal State and shall 

comply with the laws and regulations adopted by 

the coastal State in accordance with the 

provisions of this Convention and other rules of 

international law in so far as they are not 

incompatible with this Part. 

ARTICLE 77: RIGHTS OF THE COASTAL 

STATE OVER THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 

1. The coastal State exercises over the 

continental shelf sovereign rights for the purpose 

of exploring it and exploiting its natural resources. 

2. The rights referred to in paragraph 1 are 

exclusive in the sense that if the coastal State 

does not explore the continental shelf or exploit 

its natural resources, no one may undertake 

these activities without the express consent of the 

coastal State. 

3. The rights of the coastal State over the 

continental shelf do not depend on occupation, 

effective or notional, or on any express 

proclamation. 

4. The natural resources referred to in this Part 

consist of the mineral and other non-living 

resources of the seabed and subsoil together with 

living organisms belonging to sedentary species, 

that is to say, organisms which, at the harvestable 

stage, either are immobile on or under the seabed 

or are unable to move except in constant physical 

contact with the seabed or the subsoil. 

ARTICLE 78: LEGAL STATUS OF THE 

SUPERJACENT WATERS AND AIR SPACE 

AND THE RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS OF 

OTHER STATES 

1. The rights of the coastal State over the 

continental shelf do not affect the legal status of 

the superjacent waters or of the air space above 

those waters. 

2. The exercise of the rights of the coastal State 

over the continental shelf must not infringe or 

result in any unjustifiable interference with 

navigation and other rights and freedoms of other 

States as provided for in this Convention. 

ARTICLE 79: SUBMARINE CABLES AND 

PIPELINES ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF 

1. All States are entitled to lay submarine cables 

and pipelines on the continental shelf, in 

accordance with the provisions of this article. 

2. Subject to its right to take reasonable 

measures for the exploration of the continental 

shelf, the exploitation of its natural resources and 

the prevention, reduction and control of pollution 

from pipelines, the coastal State may not impede 

the laying or maintenance of such cables or 

pipelines. 

3. The delineation of the course for the laying of 

such pipelines on the continental shelf is subject 

to the consent of the coastal State. 

4. Nothing in this Part affects the right of the 

coastal State to establish conditions for cables or 

pipelines entering its territory or territorial sea, or 

its jurisdiction over cables and pipelines 

constructed or used in connection with the 

exploration of its continental shelf or exploitation 

of its resources or the operations of artificial 

islands, installations and structures under its 

jurisdiction. 

5. When laying submarine cables or pipelines, 

States shall have due regard to cables or 

pipelines already in position. In particular, 

possibilities of repairing existing cables or 

pipelines shall not be prejudiced. 
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ARTICLE 87: FREEDOM OF THE HIGH 

SEAS 

1. The high seas are open to all States, whether 

coastal or land-locked. Freedom of the high seas 

is exercised under the conditions laid down by 

this Convention and by other rules of international 

law. It comprises, inter alia, both for coastal and 

land-locked States: 

(a) freedom of navigation; 

(b) freedom of overflight; 

(c) freedom to lay submarine cables and 

pipelines, subject to Part VI; 

(d) freedom to construct artificial islands and 

other installations permitted under 

international law, subject to Part VI; 

(e) freedom of fishing, subject to the 

conditions laid down in section 2; 

(f) freedom of scientific research, subject to 

Parts VI and XIII. 

2. These freedoms shall be exercised by all 

States with due regard for the interests of other 

States in their exercise of the freedom of the high 

seas, and also with due regard for the rights 

under this Convention with respect to activities in 

the Area. 

ARTICLE 112: RIGHT TO LAY SUBMARINE 

CABLES AND PIPELINES 

1. All States are entitled to lay submarine cables 

and pipelines on the bed of the high seas beyond 

the continental shelf. 

2. Article 79, paragraph 5, applies to such cables 

and pipelines. 

ARTICLE 113: BREAKING OR INJURY OF 

A SUBMARINE CABLE OR PIPELINE 

Every State shall adopt the laws and regulations 

necessary to provide that the breaking or injury by 

a ship flying its flag or by a person subject to its 

jurisdiction of a submarine cable beneath the high 

seas done wilfully or through culpable negligence, 

in such a manner as to be liable to interrupt or 

obstruct telegraphic or telephonic 

communications, and similarly the breaking or 

injury of a submarine pipeline or high-voltage 

power cable, shall be a punishable offence. This 

provision shall apply also to conduct calculated or 

likely to result in such breaking or injury. However, 

it shall not apply to any break or injury caused by 

persons who acted merely with the legitimate 

object of saving their lives or their ships, after 

having taken all necessary precautions to avoid 

such break or injury. 

ARTICLE 114: BREAKING OR INJURY BY 

OWNERS OF A SUBMARINE CABLE OR 

PIPELINE OF ANOTHER SUBMARINE 

CABLE OR PIPELINE 

Every State shall adopt the laws and regulations 

necessary to provide that, if persons subject to its 

jurisdiction who are the owners of a submarine 

cable or pipeline beneath the high seas, in laying 

or repairing that cable or pipeline, cause a break 

in or injury to another cable or pipeline, they shall 

bear the cost of the repairs. 

ARTICLE 115: INDEMNITY FOR LOSS 

INCURRED IN AVOIDING INJURY TO A 

SUBMARINE CABLE OR PIPELINE 

Every State shall adopt the laws and regulations 

necessary to ensure that the owners of ships who 

can prove that they have sacrificed an anchor, a 

net or any other fishing gear, in order to avoid 

injuring a submarine cable or pipeline, shall be 

indemnified by the owner of the cable or pipeline, 

provided that the owner of the ship has taken all 

reasonable precautionary measures beforehand. 

ARTICLE 194: MEASURES TO PREVENT, 
REDUCE AND CONTROL POLLUTION OF 

THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT 
 

1. States shall take, individually or jointly as 

appropriate, all measures consistent with this 

Convention that are necessary to prevent, reduce 

and control pollution of the marine environment 

from any source, using for this purpose the best 

practicable means at their disposal and in 

accordance with their capabilities, and they shall 

endeavour to harmonize their policies in this 

connection. 

2. States shall take all measures necessary to 

ensure that activities under their jurisdiction or 

control are so conducted as not to cause damage 
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by pollution to other States and their environment, 

and that pollution arising from incidents or 

activities under their jurisdiction or control does 

not spread beyond the areas where they exercise 

sovereign rights in accordance with this 

Convention. 

3. The measures taken pursuant to this Part shall 

deal with all sources of pollution of the marine 

environment. These measures shall include, 

inter alia, those designed to minimize to the fullest 

possible extent: 

(a) the release of toxic, harmful or noxious 

substances, especially those which are persistent, 

from land-based sources, from or through the 

atmosphere or by dumping; 

(b) pollution from vessels, in particular measures 

for preventing accidents and dealing with 

emergencies, ensuring the safety of operations at 

sea, preventing intentional and unintentional 

discharges, and regulating the design, 

construction, equipment, operation and manning 

of vessels; 

(c) pollution from installations and devices used in 

exploration or exploitation of the natural 

resources of the seabed and subsoil, in particular 

measures for preventing accidents and dealing 

with emergencies, ensuring the safety of 

operations at sea, and regulating the design, 

construction, equipment, operation and manning 

of such installations or devices; 

(d) pollution from other installations and devices 

operating in the marine environment, in particular 

measures for preventing accidents and dealing 

with emergencies, ensuring the safety of 

operations at sea, and regulating the design, 

construction, equipment, operation and manning 

of such installations or devices. 

4. In taking measures to prevent, reduce or 

control pollution of the marine environment, 

States shall refrain from unjustifiable interference 

with activities carried out by other States in the 

exercise of their rights and in pursuance of their 

duties in conformity with this Convention. 

5. The measures taken in accordance with this 

Part shall include those necessary to protect and 

preserve rare or fragile ecosystems as well as the 

habitat of depleted, threatened or endangered 

species and other forms of marine life. 

ARTICLE 204: MONITORING OF THE 
RISKS OR EFFECTS OF POLLUTION 

 
1. States shall, consistent with the rights of other 

States, endeavour, as far as practicable, directly 

or through the competent international 

organizations, to observe, measure, evaluate and 

analyse, by recognized scientific methods, the 

risks or effects of pollution of the marine 

environment. 

2. In particular, States shall keep under 

surveillance the effects of any activities which 

they permit or in which they engage in order to 

determine whether these activities are likely to 

pollute the marine environment. 

ARTICLE 205: PUBLICATION OF 
REPORTS 

 
States shall publish reports of the results obtained 

pursuant to article 204 or provide such reports at 

appropriate intervals to the competent 

international organizations, which should make 

them available to all States. 

ARTICLE 206: ASSESSMENT OF 
POTENTIAL EFFECTS OF ACTIVITIES 

 
When States have reasonable grounds for 

believing that planned activities under their 

jurisdiction or control may cause substantial 

pollution of or significant and harmful changes to 

the marine environment, they shall, as far as 

practicable, assess the potential effects of such 

activities on the marine environment and shall 

communicate reports of the results of such 

assessments in the manner provided in 

article 205. 

ARTICLE 208: POLLUTION FROM 
SEABED ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO 

NATIONAL JURISDICTION 
 
1. Coastal States shall adopt laws and regulations 

to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the 

marine environment arising from or in connection 

with seabed activities subject to their jurisdiction 

and from artificial islands, installations and 

structures under their jurisdiction, pursuant to 

articles 60 and 80. 
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2. States shall take other measures as may be 

necessary to prevent, reduce and control such 

pollution. 

3. Such laws, regulations and measures shall be 

no less effective than international rules, 

standards and recommended practices and 

procedures. 

4. States shall endeavour to harmonize their 

policies in this connection at the appropriate 

regional level. 

5. States, acting especially through competent 

international organizations or diplomatic 

conference, shall establish global and regional 

rules, standards and recommended practices and 

procedures to prevent, reduce and control 

pollution of the marine environment referred to in 

paragraph l. Such rules, standards and 

recommended practices and procedures shall be 

re-examined from time to time as necessary. 

 

 

 


