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Global Ocean Observing System themes
Climate, operational ocean services, ocean health
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A simple system
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International Partnership for SSC



Some Key Observations
• SSC defines a suite of societal needs for the 

Sargasso Sea and has deep multi-national support 
so as to have high credibility in GOOS.

• SSC’s strong attraction to Big Data/AI resources for 
precise information on ocean conditions and change 
has enormously advanced.

• COVERAGE is preparing to deliver a big data 
package; however that partnership needs advocacy 
and help beta-testing in its Phase C/D (2022-23).

• In situ observing operational infrastructure is based 
on 50yr-old architecture – Drifter, Moorings, Ships.

• Uncertainty in ocean information products will be 
limited by ocean “truth” data. 



Some personal recommendations

• The SSC could decide to be more proactive and 
involved in support of observing system evolution, 
capabilities, and use.  Make it fit for your purpose!

• SSC need to recognize that in situ observing systems 
are evolving very slowly compared to Big Data/AI 
information generation capabilities. Danger lurks!

• The current situation calls for immediate attention by 
SSC to advance development and support for 
innovative ocean observing technologies/capabilities 
that support your Big Data/AI objectives.


