Oceans and the law of the sea A/RES/69/245

the use of diverse approaches and tools for conserving and managing vulnerable
marine ecosystems, including the possible establishment of marine protected areas,
consistent with international law, as reflected in the Convention, and based on the
best scientific information available;

227. Notes the work of States, relevant intergovernmental organizations and
bodies, including the Convention on Biological Diversity, in the assessment of
scientific information on and compilation of ecological criteria for the identification
of marine areas that may require protection, in the light of the objective of the
World Summit on Sustainable Development to develop and facilitate the use of
diverse approaches and tools, such as ecosystem approaches and the establishment
of marine protected areas consistent with international law, as reflected in the
Convention, and based on scientific information, including representative
networks;"’

228. Recalls that the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, at its ninth meeting, adopted scientific criteria for identifying
ecologically or biologically significant marine areas in need of protection in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habitats and scientific guidance for selecting areas to
establish a representative network of marine protected areas, including in open-
ocean waters and deep-sea habitats,'” notes the ongoing work under the Convention
on Biological Diversity on the application of the scientific criteria for ecologically
or biologically significant marine areas through the organization of a series of
regional workshops, and also recalls that the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations has developed guidance for the identification of vulnerable
marine ecosystems through the International Guidelines for the Management of
Deep-sea Fisheries in the High Seas;

229. Notes the ongoing work of the International Maritime Organization to
identify and designate as Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas marine areas which are
recognized for their significance in terms of ecological, socioeconomic or scientific
criteria and are vulnerable to damage by international shipping activities;'"'

230. Acknowledges the Micronesia Challenge, the Eastern Tropical Pacific
Seascape project, the Caribbean Challenge and the Coral Triangle Initiative, which
in particular seek to create and link domestic marine protected areas to better
facilitate ecosystem approaches, and reaffirms the need for further international
cooperation, coordination and collaboration in support of such initiatives;

231. Notes the efforts of the Sargasso Sea Alliance, led by the Government of
Bermuda, to raise awareness of the ecological significance of the Sargasso Sea;

232. Reiterates its support for the International Coral Reef Initiative, notes the
International Coral Reef Initiative General Meeting held in Okinawa, Japan, from
20 to 23 October 2014, and supports the elaborated programme of work of the
Convention on Biological Diversity on marine and coastal biological diversity
related to coral reefs under the Jakarta Mandate on Marine and Coastal Biological
Diversity;

233. Recalls that in “The future we want”, States recognized the significant
economic, social and environmental contributions of coral reefs, in particular to
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