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Short history of OBIS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

- 2000 - 2010: Created as data repository and information dissemination system for 

the Census of Marine Life 

- 2009: Adopted by the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO, 
 

under the IODE programme 
 

- Secretariat moved from Rutgers University to Ostend, Belgium 
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1,800 datasets 
 

46,500,000 records 
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R package 
 
 
 
 

thematic portal HAB,deep sea, MPA, EBSA 
 
 
 
 

regional portal European portal 
 
 
 
 

third party app LifeWatc h 
 
 
 
 

regional node 
Antarctic OBIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

data provider 
IPT 
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Click to search & browse taxa 
 

Datasets 
 

Click to search & browse datasets 
 

Region 

User-defined region 

Use drawing tools or 
click here to enter coordinates 
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Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) 

lnt'l Hydrographic Org. (tHO) 

Large Marine Ecosystems (LME) 

Caribbean Sea » 
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Marine Ecoregions (MEOW) 
 

Marine World Heritage Sites 
 

Date & Season 

Oceanography 

 
 

OBIS is a project of: Sponsored by: With in-kind support from: 

.m.: •I8DE II -,., 
IOC LES GRANOS •VLIZ 

£XPLORAT£UAS 

 
OBIS strives to document the ocean's diversity, distribution and abundance of life. Created by the Census of Marine Life, OBIS is now part of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission (!QQ) of UNESCO, under its International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (lODE) programme. 
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