
COMMERCIAL EEL FISHERIES in 
NORTH AMERICA, PAST and PRESENT 

Eel Spearing at Setauket (1845) William Sidney Mount 



HISTORICAL FISHERY IN U.S. 

http://theclementslibrary.blogspot.ca/2010/07/from-stacks-gone-fishin.html 



HISTORICAL FISHING METHODS 

Historical Weir Fishery 

Modern Weir Fishery 

Historical Pot Fishery 

Modern Pot Fishery 



HISTORICAL FISHING METHODS 

Historical Fyke Net Fishery 

Modern Fyke Net Fishery 

Historical Spear Fishery 

Historical Spear Fishery Antique Eel Spears Modern Glass Eel Dip Net 



U.S. COMMERCIAL EEL LANDINGS 

ASMFC American Eel Benchmark Stock Assessment 
(May 2012) 



EARLY EEL FISHERY IN U.S. 



EARLY EEL FISHERY IN U.S. 

The Catherine Market in the 19th century 
was a mixed meeting place for people of 
various backgrounds, and white working-
class people were frequent spectators of 
the dancing contests. According to W. T. 
Lhamon, blackface performance was 
strongly influenced by Catherine Market 
dancing elements. Modern rap and hip-
hop performance also contain traces of 
gestural continuity from the New York 
street dancers, which, for example, can 
be observed in MC Hammer using the 
Market Step in his video U Can’t Touch 
This: a knees open, heel-to-toe rock, 
often accompanied by one or both hands 
overhead. This move traces back to 
Dancing for Eels 1820 Catherine Market, 
one of the folk drawings depicting the old 
competition. This drawing is supposedly 
the source for a later painting, which 
dates to 1880-1890s. This painting is oil 
paint on canvas, laid over a tin backing. 
The subject and composition has a long 
popularity in American culture. 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dancing_for_eels 



OLD EEL RECIPES 

TO PITCHCOCK EELS:  
Skin and wash your eels, then dry them with a 
cloth, sprinkle them with pepper, salt, and a 
little dried sage, turn them backward and 
forward, and skewer them; rub a gridiron with 
beef suet, broil them a nice brown, put them 
on a dish with good melted butter, and lay 
around fried parsley.  

The Virginia House-Wife  
(1824) 

The Compendium Of Cookery 
and Reliable Recipes  
(1890) 



LOCATION OF MAJOR EEL FISHERIES  
IN NORTH AMERICA 



EEL MARKETS WORLDWIDE 

Spain Netherlands Korea 

England 
USA 

Italy 

Japan 



UNAGI KABAYAKI 



FRESH EELS 

Eel in Green Sauce Jellied Eel 

Marinated Eel 
Eel Stir Fry 



SMOKED EEL 



CANNED EELS 

Japan China 

Thailand 

Portugal Estonia 



BAIT EELS 



GLASS EELS 



FUTURE DIRECTIONS 
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